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ROAD SAFETY SERVICE CUT 

 

Northamptonshire County Council – [soon to disappear as the County looks to set up Two 

Unitarary Authorites] has cut back its current road safety budget for this financial year 

from £518,000 to £388,000 and has reduced the team with responsibility for preventing 

road collisions from seven to five despite a rise in road deaths for 2017 when there were 

44 people killed according to figures from Northamptonshire Police. This is of course not a 

new situation for many Authorities where the need to make savage cuts has driven hard 

into the road safety service at a time when we are not really making any significant 

impact into the number of people killed or seriously injured.  
 

Northamptonshire will be doing less with schools and reducing the amount of engineering 

projects despite the council commitment to road safety and its responsibility under 

Section 39 of the 1988 Road Traffic Act to carry studies into collisions on the county’s road 

network and to provide education and engineering solutions to reduce collisions.  
 

A spokesman for Northamptonshire County Council said:  

 
“Road safety remains a priority for the 
council. The council faces a well-documented 
challenge as it tries to balance the demand 
and expectations for council services against 
a backdrop of reduced budgets and a budget 
deficit that requires us to find up to £70m of 
efficiencies. As part of this a selection of  

 
road engineering schemes, publicity activity 
and work with schools have been reviewed. 
The council continues to offer a range of 
highly effective road safety education, 
training and engineering schemes to prevent 
collisions.”  

 

 

The reduction in the amount of cash it puts towards road safety has come about because 

of the county council’s financial situation which sees it as the poorest in the country. It 

has no reserves left and last year did not balance its books, instead overspending by £35m.  
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BRIDGE STRIKES 

Network Rail has had its worst year for bridge strikes in five years which has led to the rail 

infrastructure operator to launch a national campaign. 

Network Rail have recorded 128 bridge strikes 

in Wales and Borders since April 2017, causing 

8,809 minutes of delay to passengers and 

costing the taxpayer thousands of pounds in 

damages and delays. 

The campaign - ‘Lorries can't limbo' is aimed at 

HGV drivers and others who drive high-sided 

vehicles and focused on ‘four E’s’: Education of 

drivers and employers; Engineering and 

signage; Enablement technology in HGV cabs; 

Enforcement of penalties. 

According to the research 43% of lorry drivers admitted to not checking the height of their 

vehicle before heading out with 52% admitting to not taking low bridges into account when 

planning their journeys. 

 

BUS LANE VIOLATIONS 

Essex County Council has revealed that the number of fines issued to motorists for driving 

in bus lanes will have pretty much doubled in two years. In 2016 - 34,507 tickets were 

issued to motorists for driving in bus lanes but the, county council has already issued 

46,598 fines between the beginning of the year and the beginning of August. If that trend 

continues more than 70,000 tickets will have been issued by the end of the year. This is 

not of course unique to Essex as fines for bus lane encroachment continues to rise.  

So are we to assume that drivers are say  

”Are look a bus lane, lets drive in it so we can get a fine”  

No of course not but questions do need to be asked about the clarity of the signing and 

why it is that so many drivers find themselves in a bus 

lane when they should not be. Some of the problems 

arise due to the different rules applying from one place 

to another when some times the lane only operates 

during the “rush hour” and another operates for the 

whole of the day. Sometimes motorcyclists can use 

them and other times they cannot. Then there is the 

question of the road surface colouring and the varying 

combinations. We need some degree of consistent approach before such lanes get labelled 

as cash machines with rules deliberately set from location to location to catch motorists 

out! 
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NEW CHAIR FOR LONDON ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL 

Cllr Teji Barnes has been appointed as the new chair of the London Road Safety Council 

and succeeds Wendy Brice-Thompson.  

In a career which commenced in the financial sector she went on to 

qualify as a life coach and then as a driver trainer. In 2014, Teji was 

elected as a Conservative councillor in Hillingdon, and immediately 

became Hillingdon’s representative on the London Road Safety 

Council which opened doors for her to address road safety, driver 

training and a number of residents’ issues about transport in 

Hillingdon. 

Teji continued to study in her spare time and qualified as a 

Professional Driver Coach. She also passed the Advanced Driver Test with IAM RoadSmart. 

In 2017, Teji undertook a diploma in counselling alcoholics and drug users before spending 

13 months as an IAM RoadSmart drink-drive coach, participating in their two and a half day 

course for offenders. 

THE POTHOLE SAGA 

There are few of my newsletters which don’t make some reference to the state of the 

roads. Many organisations have sought opinions from the motoring public about the issue 

and here is another: A survey conducted by road safety 

charity IAM RoadSmart has found that its members are 

increasingly disillusioned with the state of the roads in 

the UK – and feel the Government is not doing nearly 

enough to tackle the problem. The survey of more than 

7,000 IAM RoadSmart members found that the majority 

think that our roads have become much worse in recent 

years, that there are many more potholes than ever 

before, and that they have to swerve to avoid potholes 

on every journey.  

Some 47% say they have experienced 

damage to their vehicle or personal 

injury as a result of hitting a pothole. 

Around 90% have spotted a deterioration 

of some level in the roads they use with 

just over 50% rating the state of their 

roads as 'much worse' in the past three 

years and 38% rating them 'worse.' 

Some 81% say they have noticed 'many 

more' potholes in the past three years, 

adding in the 13% who have seen 'a few 

more,' that gives a total of 94% who 

report more potholes. 

Over 56% say they have to take avoiding 

action on every journey to dodge 

potholes, while 27% say they have to 

steer around a pothole every day. 

 

While a third of IAM RoadSmart members are willing to consider new funding ideas to help 

improve our roads, half were against a 2p increase in fuel duty and most of those were 

strongly opposed.  

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



4 

 

 

GIG ECONOMY DRIVERS AND RIDERS AT HEIGHTENED RISK OF TRAFFIC COLLISIONS 

The pressures that come with being a self-employed courier or taxi driver may 

significantly increase the risk of being involved in a collision. These are the finding in a 

new report published by UCL Centre for Transport Studies. 

Dr Nicola Christie and Heather Ward (UCL) carried 

out 48 qualitative in-depth interviews with drivers, 

riders and their managers, and analysed 200 

responses to an online survey taken by drivers and 

riders. The participants included self-employed 

couriers who delivered parcels and food, and self-

employed taxi drivers who received their jobs via 

apps. 

The majority of those surveyed – 63 per 

cent – are not provided with safety 

training on managing risks on the road. 

Sixty-five per cent said that they are not 

given any safety equipment such as a 

high visibility vest and over 70 per cent 

resort to providing their own. 

Over two in five (42 per cent) of drivers 

and riders reported that their vehicle had  

been damaged as a result of a collision 

while working, with a further one in ten 

reporting that someone had been injured. 

Eight per cent reported that they 

themselves had been injured, with two 

per cent saying someone else had been 

injured.  

A copy of the finding along with ten recommendations for improvement can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

DON’T BE A SPACE INVADER 

Don’t be a space invader is the title of a new campaign which has been launched by 

Highways England aimed at reducing roads from tailgating which frustrates motorists 

although everyone needs to do unto others as they would be expected to be treated. 

It is estimated that more than 100 people are killed or seriously hurt each year in crashes 

caused by driving too closely to other vehicles and pretty much nine out of 10 drivers say 

they have been tailgated, with some left feeling "victimised". 

Drivers are being advised to follow the well-known principle of allowing a two-second gap 

between vehicles. 

Ahead of the launch of the campaign Highways England surveyed 1,109 motorists and 

found that one in four had tailgated another driver in the last three months. 

Tailgating caused one in eight casualties in 2016 on motorways and A-roads in England, 

government statistics show and figures obtained by the BBC in 2014 showed that thousands 

of motorists had been fined for hogging lanes and tailgating. 
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PROBLEMS CONTINUE ALL ROUND IN REGARD TO CHILD SEATS 

 

Recent items in these newsletters have often highlighted the way in which parents are 

confused about what car seats to buy for what ages and heights of children and this is not 

help when they seek advice from retailers who have no idea and do not know what to ask 

parents in order to identify their needs.  

Recently the consumer champion from Which? in partnership with Good Egg Safety  sent 

mystery shoppers posing as customers who 

wanted to upgrade a baby car seat to more 

than 200 branches of high street chains and 

independent retailers. In each store, sales 

assistants were assessed on their ability to ask 

‘all of the key safety questions recommended 

by experts and manufacturers’. However in 

nine out of 10 mystery shop visits (89%), staff 

failed to ask all of these questions. This either 

indicated that the sales assistant had no 

knowledge of the different kinds of seats or 

the regulations to enable them to provide a range of the right kind of suitable car seat. 

John Lewis and Mamas & Papas were the 

worst performers with what was judged 

by Which? to be a ‘100% fail rate’, with 

none of the stores asking all the relevant 

safety questions when advising on which 

car seat to buy. Despite a ‘high fail rate 

of 83%’ Halfords was the best performer 

in the mystery shop. In 38% of its Scottish 

branches sales assistants asked all the 

relevant questions, while in England only 

two out of 52 stores successfully asked all 

the key questions.  Independent stores 

performed better than most major car 

seat retailers with a ‘fail rate of 90%’. 

Nearly a quarter of stores (23%) did not 

offer fitting demonstrations. 

 

Which? and Good Egg Safety believe it should be mandatory for sales assistants to use a 

consultation form when speaking with customers to ‘make sure important safety 

information is not missed 

GREEN NUMBER PLATES 

 

Green Number Plates for ‘Clean’ cars, vans and taxis is one of the latest ideas under new 

Government plans to promote awareness of ultra-low 

emission vehicles. The special plates are already used 

in Norway, Canada and China and would be available 

to owners of electric and hydrogen vehicles with the aim to encourage take-up among 

drivers. The plans will soon be the subject of a public consultation – seeking views on 

whether green plates could work in the UK and what they should look like. The DfT says 

the consultation could ‘pave the way for the addition of the eye-catching plates to UK 

vehicles in the next few years. 
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LINKING TRANSPORT AND HEALTH 

 

Professor Adrian Davis has been appointed by Edinburgh Napier University as a professor of 

transport and health. He will be based at the Transport Research 

Institute – Scotland’s largest academic transport group and will be 

seeking to raise awareness and understanding of the many connections 

between road transport and health. This academic year he will be 

focusing on a series of transport and health related topics – from the 

language used to describe road collisions to the quality of the air in 

towns and cities. Professor Adrian Davis was the author of the British 

Medical Association’s first report on road transport and health, 

published in 1997. He is also a founding editor of the academic Journal of Transport & 

Health, and adviser to the World Health Organisation. 

 

DRIVING AND POOR VISION 

 

Around one in 20 drivers pulled over by West Midlands Police as part of a road safety 

initiative are failing basic eyesight tests. Between 1 March and 20 August the force 

checked the vision of 81 motorists pulled over as part of Operation Close Pass – the force’s 

campaign to protect cyclists from drivers who pass too close to cyclists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drivers were required to undertake the statutory eye sight test for driving by reading 

a number plate from 20 metres. In all four failed and had their licence revoked on the 

spot after being ‘deemed a potential risk to other road users’. 

 

West Midlands Police is one of three constabularies – alongside Hampshire and Thames 

Valley who have been supporting a national driver vision campaign being organised by road 

Brake throughout September. Under the campaign, officers will test every motorist they 

stop in a bid to clamp down on drivers with defective eyesight. 

 

Whilst it is claimed that poor vision is the cause of around eight casualties every day on 

our roads the actual evidence for this claim has never been proven and in fact the 

evidence between crashes and poor eyesight has always been for the most part 

questionable when it is simply applied to the standard requirements for driving. There are 

many who would like to see the current eyesight requirements changed requiring drivers 

to obtain a medical practitioners certificate before obtaining or renewing a licence so that  

peripheral vision could also be tested.  
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GENERATING SUSTAINABLE ELECTRICITY 

 

Waste collection and recycling company Veolia has created a bin lorry that is powered by 

the rubbish it collects. The project in Sheffield will see non-recyclable waste collected by 

the company burnt to create sustainable electricity. In the future, this will power a fleet 

of electric bin trucks, which have had their conventional diesel powertrains removed and 

replaced by prototype battery packs. 

 

Household waste collected by two 26 tonne RCVs will be taken to Veolia’s Energy Recovery 

Facility, in the Yorkshire city. Here the waste will be burnt in an incinerator situated 

underneath a large boiler, which generates steam to power a turbine. Electricity 

generated from this turbine produces enough power to fuel 22,600 homes, as well as 

providing heating and hot water to 150 local buildings, including Sheffield Town Hall.The 

project has been granted funding from Innovate UK to support the two-year trial, which 

will start at the end of this year. 

 

MOST CONGESTED CITIES 

 

A report from the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) and shown that the most congested 

city outside London is Manchester. The top ten in order are: 

 

1. Manchester 

2. Liverpool 

3. Birmingham 

4. Portsmouth and Southampton 

5. Nottingham 

6. Leeds 

7. Bristol 

8. Brighton 

9. Leicester 

10. Bournemouth 

 

 

POSITIVE ACTION ON AIR QUALITY IN THE CAPITAL 

 

The City of London Corporation is drawing up plans for a pilot scheme that would allow 

only electric cars and plug-in hybrids on a prominent road within the Square Mile. The 

pilot scheme, which forms part of the City of London’s Low Emission Neighbourhood 

project, is designed to reduce air pollution. Under the scheme, ultra-low emission vehicles 

are defined as emitting less than 75g/km of carbon dioxide from the tailpipe. They include 

electric, plug-in hybrid, fuel cell and range of extended vehicles, such as the new taxi for 

London. Some conventional hybrid vehicles also meet this emission limit. 

 

Before the pilot comes into effect, the City of London will launch a public consultation on 

the options for delivering the scheme and if supported it would firstly be implemented on 

Moor Lane – which links Moorgate Station and the Barbican Centre  from April 2019 
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ROAD CASUALTIES WALES 2017 

 

Road Casualties in WALES showed good signs of moving in the right direction for 2017 

 

In total, there were 4,556 road crashes involving personal injury recorded by the police in 

Wales during 2017, a year-on-year fall of 7%. 

 

The Welsh Government figures show that 103 

people were killed on Welsh roads in 2017 the 

same number as in 2016. Overall number of people 

killed or seriously injured (KSI) fell by 4% from 

1,108 in 2016 to 1,064 in 2017 – while the total 

number of casualties fell by 9% to 6,202. 

 

Vehicle user KSIs fell by 5% to 469; pedestrian KSIs by 5% to 189; motorcyclists by 1% to 

252; and cyclists by 3% to 112. Vulnerable road users (pedestrians, motorcyclists and 

cyclists) accounted for 52% of KSIs – up 1% from 2016 – while vehicle occupants accounted 

for 44% – down 1%. 

 

Age wise there were 72 KSIs among children (under 16 years) – 26% fewer than the average 

for the previous three years (97).There were also 235 KSIs among young people (aged 16-

24 years) – 11% fewer than the average for the previous three years (265). 

 

 

BAN ON PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT 

 

A number of charities and organisations, along with nearly 17,000 member of the public 

have urged the Government to outlaw parking on the pavement. Charities including Guide 

Dogs, Sustrans and Living Streets say cars parked on pavements ‘force people into the road 

to face oncoming traffic’ – something which is ‘particularly dangerous’ for the blind and 

partially sighted.  
 

In June, a ban on pavement parking was among measures recommended in a new 

manifesto published by an alliance of cycling and walking 

organisations – including both Living Streets and Sustrans. 

They contend that drivers often park on the pavement 

without thinking about the impact on others. Obstructing 

pavements forces pedestrians out on to the road and into 

the path of traffic and frequently also blocks cycle lanes. 

It is particularly dangerous for those who are blind and 

partially sighted, other less able people and people with 

pushchairs. 
 

They are seeking a nationwide law which would give clarity to drivers and keep people 

safe and are calling on the UK Government to protect our most vulnerable road users and 

urgently bring the ban of pavement parking.  

Killed 103 

Killed and Seriously Injured 1,064 

All Casualties 6,202 
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LANE RENTAL GUIDANCE PUBLISHED 

 

The long awaited guidance on how councils can secure approval to operate lane rental 

schemes, which allow English authorities to charge utility companies up to £2,500 a day 

for carrying out roadworks have been set out. Road 

Users can therefore hope that those who are forced to 

carry out woprks on the highway will do so with all 

speed rather than having sections of a road coned off 

and no work being undertaken for days at a time. The 

news comes after two successful lane rental trials in 

London and Kent prompted the Government to 

announce plans in February 2018 to allow local highway 

authorities to bid for and to set up schemes. 

  

However firstly Local highway authorities must win approval from the transport secretary 

to implement a lane rental scheme and must already have in place a permit scheme and 

evidence that it has operated effectively for at least a year. 

 

Under the guidance schemes should cover no 

more than 5% of the individual local network,  

although a business case could be made for a 

larger area in exceptional circumstances. 

National Street Gazetteer will need to be 

used at first to provide detailed and accurate 

information about where and when lane 

rental will apply. 

 

Lane rental should only apply to the most 

congested roads at the busiest times. To help 

with consistency of schemes, the following 

definition of congestion should be used: the 

total average delay per link/road segment 

comparing average journey times with a free 

flow time counterfactual.’ 

 

Before charges 'go live', authorities need to 

trial schemes and any surplus revenue must 

be used to fund projects that 'to reduce the 

disruption or other adverse effects arising as 

a result of street works'. This can be either 

capital or revenue projects, although the 

cash cannot be spent on training or general 

maintenance. 

 

Councils must carry out a full consultation on 

the plans, outlining the cost-benefit analysis, 

proposed charging regime and detailed 

evaluation plan. The guidance also includes a 

new calculator for assessing the costs and 

benefits of schemes. 

 

Lane rental charges must be applied to 

highway works by the council on the same 

terms as to street works. 

 

A combined authority will need to be a local 

highway authority in law or have that power 

delegated to them in order to operate lane 

rental. It is also possible for authorities to run 

joint schemes. 

 

Lane rental powers are based on the primary legislation in section 74A of the New Roads 

and Streets Works Act 1991. Works in footpaths and bridleways are excluded from the 

scheme 

 

Footnote: I speak a lot at various groups around the UK and many wish that such a scheme could be 

applied to contractors who close off miles of motorway at a time with little or no evidenceof 

anything happening.  
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BLACK BOX TECHNOLOGIES SEEMS TO BE WORKING 

 

There are a number of companies who offer a range of more affordable policies to newly 

qualified drivers if they are prepared to have a black box fitted which monitors their 

driving performance. 

 

Research by the RAC has found that more than 60% of its 

black box policyholders believe the device makes them 

safer on the roads. Black box, or ‘telematics’ insurance, 

sees a small black box device installed into a vehicle 

which records information on speed, acceleration, braking 

and cornering – which is sent back to the insurer. 

 

62% of RAC black box car insurance policyholders believe 

the device – and its ‘driver score’ feature – makes them 

safer on the roads, compared to just 12% who think it 

makes no difference to their driving. 58% claim they now 

rarely exceed the speed limit, while 30% say that they 

drive more slowly around bends as a result of the device. 

 

The RAC says the figures support its long-held view that telematics devices help create 

safer drivers, and illustrate the influence they can have on in-car behaviour. 

 

 

SCHOOL RUN PARENTS OVER THE LEGAL LIMIT 

 

Concerns have been expresssed about the growing number of people who are driving 

whilst over the legal alcohol limit first 

thing in the morning believing that any 

alcohol consumed the night before as 

worked its way out of their system. It has 

also been suggested that as many as 

200,000 mothers could be driving their 

children to school with alcohol in their 

system from some new analysis work 

which has been undertaken by 

breathalyser manufacturer AlcoSense 

based on Government figures. 

 

It calculates that with more than 2.5 million mothers driving their children to school, this 

means that 200,000 could be unfit to drive through alcohol comsumed the previous 

evening and  the figure for fathers is something not to be dismissed although fewer men 

do the school run. 
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RED “X” COMPLIANCE 

 

Highways England has sent 130,000 warning letters in two years to motorway users who 

wrongly used the hard shoulder or ignored 

red X warning signs as many continue to 

flout the law in the absence of automatic 

enforcement. 

 

Despite changes in the law, and suggestions 

that enforcement using cameras was due to 

begin in the spring of this year Home Office 

type approval for the use of camera 

equipment to issue automatic fines for 

offenders is still awaited. 

 

A report for Highways England into the all 

lane running smart motorway between 

junctions 5 and 7 of the M25 found that up to 

one in five drivers failed to comply with the 

use of red X’s to close a lane in the year to 

April 2017, with non-compliance ranging from 

0 to 14 vehicles per minute (0% to 20%). 

 

The report, which covers the third year of the 

scheme’s operation, found that compliance 

with Red X as a percentage of total flow was 

94%, which was no better than the previous 

year and only slightly better than the 93% in 

the first year. 

 

A parallel report into the scheme between 

junctions 23 and 27 of the motorway similarly 

found that compliance as a percentage of 

total flow was 94%, ‘a slight worsening’ from 

the 96% in the previous year but ‘a slight 

improvement’ on the 93% the first year. 

 

The danger posed by high levels of non-

compliance with Red X’s was highlighted in a 

2016 report from the Commons Transport 

Committee, after which the Department for 

Transport (DfT) said it was ‘actively 

considering the case for automated 

enforcement via technology, which will 

require legislation to amend the Road Traffic 

Offenders Act’. 

The Government amended the Act last year to allow ignoring Red X’s and driving on the 

hard shoulder to be added to the list of offences for which records from prescribed 

devices such as automatic number plate recognition cameras can be used as evidence in 

proceedings. However the relevant technology has not yet been approved  

 

Highways England said that since 2016 it had been working hard to tackle compliance 

issues through campaigns to assist in the understanding of a Red X and had issued over 

130,000 warning letters to drivers who had either used sections of hard shoulder when not 

designated as a running lane or had failed to comply with a red X symbol.  

 

They have however concluded that they can get so far with information campaigns, but 

such advice and encouragement needs to be backed up by statutory enforcement and stiff 

penalties for those intent on putting themselves and others at risk.’ 
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THE CORPORATE MANSLAUGHTER ACT - TEN YEARS ON 

 

As IAM RoadSmart, has highlighted the lack of driving-for-work prosecutions under the 

Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act (CMCHA) in a new “WhitePaper” they 

have commisioned entitled The Corporate Manslaughter Act, Ten Years On.' 

 

This is the first of several whitepapers which have been set in motion by IAM RoadSmart 

aimed at those who manage drivers and drivers 

themselves who use the roads as part of their 

normal working day activity. The analysis concludes 

that despite estimates that more than a quarter of 

road incidents involve someone driving, riding or 

using the road for work, making it the UK's most 

dangerous work-related activity the Health and 

Safety Executive (HSE), which should be taking a 

lead with CMCHA, is not fully engaged with it and 

has no dedicated team currently at the HSE.  

 

Depending on your point of view some would 

conclude that the Act has not done what it was 

designed to do; bring to account large companies. 

Apparently where the law falls down is in its ability 

to identify fault in one central headquarters 

location or with the senior executive. You can 

always pin it down to the individual man or woman 

driving but showing they were failing to operate in a way that was required by the 

company' is much more difficult. 

 

Tony Greenidge, IAM RoadSmart business development director, commented:  

 

"Many in the transport and driver risk management arena welcomed the Corporate 

Manslaughter Act legislation when it was introduced, believing it would make it 

easier to hold organisations more closely to account for the wellbeing and safety of 

those engaged in driving for work, with safety benefits for other road-users. A few 

years ago the fleet industry was buzzing with experts warning companies that if 

they didn't implement proper, robust workplace driving policies to safeguard the 

public and the workforce, they would all be going to jail!. Yet no company car 

driver or senior manager involved in an avoidable death has been anywhere near a 

prosecution. It seems the legislation has proved difficult to apply." 

 

The whitepaper summarises some of the early convictions under the act which highlight 

that none relate to driving-at-work. 

 

Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-

uploads/ 
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LOGISTICS COMPANY FINED £1.5 MILLION PLUS COSTS 

 

A logistics company has been fined after a worker died when he was trapped between a 

trailer and his vehicle. Dudley Magistrates’ Court heard howa Tuffnells 

Parcels Express Limited employee was fatally injured whilst attempting to 

attach a trailer to his vehicle. The trailer was parked upon a slight slope, 

which was enough to allow it to roll forward trapping the employee. An 

investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) into the incident 

found safety management arrangements for coupling trailers to vehicles failed to take 

account of the slope.  

 

An HSE inspector concluded: 

 

“Had Tuffnells taken the slope into 

account, simple measures could have 

been taken that would have prevented 

this incident. Workplace transport 

remains a high risk environment and this 

case serves as a reminder to industry that 

assessments of sites should be specific 

and identify the hazards unique to each 

yard. It is also a reminder that the slope 

a vehicle is parked on does not need to 

be steep for incidents to occur. This was 

a tragic and wholly avoidable incident, 

caused by the failure of the company to 

adopt robust management action in both 

planning and monitoring of the workplace 

and workplace actions at this site.” 

 

Tuffnells Parcels Express Limited pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health 

and Safety at Work Act 1974 and has been fined £1.5 million and ordered to pay costs of 

£32,823.35 

 

A CHARITY IS FINED £30,000 PLUS COSTS 

 

A charity has been fined after a member of the public lost her leg when she became 

trapped under a lorry carrying a fairground ride. Peterborough Magistrates 

Court heard that a member of the public was struck by a lorry during the set 

up for the Bonfire Night 2015 Event. She suffered extensive injuries 

including a crush injury of her right leg which resulted in in amputation 

above the knee, a degloving injury to her lower abdomen and right leg, with 

open fractures of the right leg, fractured ribs and a collapsed lung. 

 

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that Cambridge Live 

failed to put in place suitable controls to prevent members of the public from being struck 

by large vehicles. The company failed to organise safe workplace transport whilst setting 

up for the event which meant that appropriate controls such as such as temporary barriers 

were not put in place to segregate vehicles and pedestrians. 

 

Cambridge Live pleaded guilty to breaching Section 3(1) of the Health and Safety at Work 

etc. Act 1974 and Regulation 3 of the Management of Health and Safety at Work 

Regulations 1999. The charity was fined £30,000 and ordered to pay costs of £6,654.37.  
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ROAD SAFETY WEEK 2018 

 

Bike Smart is the theme for this yer’s road safety week taking place from 19th to 25th 

November 2018. The week not oly encourages individuals to think more carefully about 

the way in which they use the roads but also promotes the idea that it is a good time to 

introduce or promote road safety initiatives amongst employees and organisation 

members. 

 

BRAKE who are the co-ordinators of Road Safety Week in the UK have said about this 

year’s theme: 

 

“More than a third of people killed or seriously injured on UK roads are those traveling by 

bike. Cyclists and motorcyclists are among 

the most vulnerable road users in the UK, 

with more than 100 riders injured every day 

in crashes. The dangers (and opportunities) 

posed by bicycles and motorcycles are 

distinct but those on two wheels are united 

by the urgent need to reduce their risk of 

death and injury on our roads. Cycling is one of the healthiest, cheapest and most 

environmentally-friendly forms of transport available with the benefits to public health, 

congestion and the economy widely acknowledged. The number of people taking up 

cycling each year is increasing. Motorcyclists are disproportionately involved in crashes 

and the resulting injuries are often severe. The speeds motorcycles can travel are equal to 

those of cars and yet motorcycle riders do not always have equal protection in the event 

of a crash, such as air bags or side-impact bars, exposing them to the full force of 

impact.”  

 

Raising awareness of safe driving behaviour for riders and drivers alike, and therefore 

limiting motorcycle crashes, is critical to saving lives on UK roads 

 

FINALLY 

 

Research from TfL's Walking Action Plan which aims to make London the world's most 

walkable city, shows that a quarter of weekday morning peak car trips are for school drop-

offs, a total of 254,000 trips a day. Those cars would form a traffic jam more than 

1,000km long if they were queuing single file. This increased traffic has an impact on 

congestion, air quality, safety and the efficiency of London's roads. 
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Traffic Safety Roads newsletter is distributed free to a wide range of road safety 

practitioners. Comments on the items are welcomed as are any articles or points which 

readers may wish to make that are either directly related to a published item, an 

expression of personal views or an article of a relevant and topical nature. Any 

contributions will be appropriately assigned and the Graham Feest Consultancy has the 

final say on what it included.         

Send any contributions to graham@grahamfeest.com 
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